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2015 Annual Meeting: “MAC in the Bluegrass State” 
Lexington, Kentucky, May 6–9, 2015
Come on down and join MAC in the Bluegrass State May 6–9! The Annual 
Meeting this year will be in Lexington, Kentucky, and between what the Pro-
gram Committee, Local Arrangements Committee, and Education Committee 
have distilled down, you will have plenty to see, do, and think about.
Lexington, Kentucky, trotting track races during the Fall Meet, 1950. Shropshire 
Collection, 79pa110, University of Kentucky Special Collections Research Center.
The 2015 Fall Symposium: “Hard Skills for 
Managing Digital Collections in Archives” 
Minneapolis, Minnesota, September 18–19, 2015
Control Data computers, c. 1965. 
Courtesy of the Minnesota  
Historical Society.
Did you panic when a donor handed 
you a hard drive as a part of a recent 
accession? Are you wondering what 
to do with the floppy discs that you 
just uncovered in an existing collec-
tion? Want to start collecting digital 
materials, but simply don’t know 
where to begin? If you are struggling 
to bring your collections into the 
digital age, then the MAC 2015 Fall 
Do You Love MAC?
Why not share your love of MAC 
and the Annual Meeting with a 
new meeting attendee and/or new 
member? The MAC PALS program 
is in need of MAC members to serve 
as guides to new meeting attendees. 
Meet them at a prereception event 
to talk shop, speed-mentor, and 
share your must-dos for the Annual 
Meeting.
Interested in becoming a PAL? Not 
sure if you qualify, but might be 
interested? Please contact the MAC 
pals coordinator, Natalie Morath, at 
macpalsprogram@gmail.com.
2     MAC Newsletter  •  April 2015
President’s Page
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Raynor Memorial Libraries      P.O. Box 3141      Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53201-3141
Telephone (414) 288-7214      Fax (414) 288-7813      Web www.marquette.edu/libraries
Dear MAC Members,
I am writing this letter on a cold and sunny February day. The MAC election is taking place as we speak, 
and we will have a new president, secretary, Council, and Nominating Committee by the time this letter 
is published. MAC has thrived because of the constant support of its hard-working volunteer leadership 
and membership. This is an amazing organization, and the talent of those around me has been thrown 
into relief during my term of service as president. I would like to take just a moment to thank all those 
in MAC leadership for their hard work and support in these two years. MAC is better for the work that 
all of you have accomplished.
Before I turn over the gavel, there are a few matters of business to attend to. Most important is, of course, 
our Annual Meeting in Lexington, May 6–9! I’m really looking forward to visiting Kentucky. The Local 
Arrangements Committee and the Program Committee have been working hard to bring us a terrific 
meeting, and the program is shaping up to be a real winner. Keep in mind that the Members’ Meeting is 
on Friday, May 8, where not only will you have the opportunity to welcome our new president and hear 
directly about the state of MAC, but we will also be voting on proposed amendments to the constitu-
tion and to the bylaws (tabled at last year’s meeting). These changes will help clarify the requirements 
for quorum at the Members’ Meeting and will allow virtual attendance by voting members of Council. 
Please make sure the business meeting is a part of your MAC 2015 plans. The Annual Meeting always 
brings a wealth of new information through workshops, panels, poster sessions, networking opportunities, 
awards recognition, and of course the chance to reconnect with good friends. I’ll look forward to seeing 
you all in Lexington!
To continue in the “networking” vein, I’m also very pleased that this summer we’ll see MAC’s presence 
in force at the SAA Annual Meeting, right in our very own backyard: Cleveland, Ohio! PIO Daria 
Labinsky has been leading the MAC at SAA Task Force, and she will be coordinating the efforts of our 
membership’s representation at SAA. This is a great opportunity for MAC to answer questions about 
membership, to offer information about our educational programs such as the Speakers Bureau and the 
Symposium, and to interact with members from other regional organizations. You’ll see a call for volunteers 
to staff the table soon! If you need more information or wish to volunteer to help, please contact Daria 
Labinsky at daria.labinsky@gmail.com.
My best wishes to you all. There’s much to look forward to this spring—here’s to another successful 
year for MAC!
My best wishes to you all,
Amy Cooper Cary
President, Midwest Archives Conference
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Downtown Lexington, Main and Limestone Streets, early 
Crower bus. Louis Edward Nollau Nitrate Photographic 
Print Collection, 1998ua002, University of Kentucky Special 
Collections Research Center.
The Program and Education Committees wanted to make 
sure sessions and workshops are diverse and include topics 
that haven’t appeared much at MAC meetings in the past 
10 years. Be sure to check out preconference workshops 
Wednesday and Thursday mornings on accessioning 
and ingest of electronic records (offered by SAA as part 
of the Digital Archives Specialist [DAS] certification); 
implementing the Archivematica software; best practices 
for electronic records management; and arranging and 
describing archival collections. 
The Education Committee is also offering brown bag 
lunch Q&A mini-sessions again this year on archives 
management and thinking strategically about your 
career path. These brown bags will take place on Friday 
at lunchtime.
Session topics Thursday afternoon through Saturday 
morning run the gamut from electronic records and meta-
data management to assessment, change management, 
donor relations, archival literacy and education, and more! 
Want to get advice about managing your own shop as a 
lone arranger? Want to learn more about identifying and 
digitizing your audiovisual materials? Getting ready to 
take on new interns, or getting ready to leave school and 
join the profession full time? Dealing with big data or 
trying to start a social media program for your institution? 
Need some advice about tools you can use to batch process 
digital files your institution is creating or receiving? No 
matter what your professional duties and personal inter-
ests, we think you’ll find something that speaks to you.
The Program Committee especially encouraged a wide 
variety of session types, and submitters responded with 
enthusiasm. Don’t expect just the traditional panel ses-
sions—there’ll be lightning rounds, world cafés, speed 
geeking, mini-workshops during session times, and other 
exciting ways to interact with and learn from your peers. 
Students and new professionals also get the chance to 
present their research during two different poster sessions 
on Friday afternoon and Saturday morning. Come out and 
support the next generation of archivists!
If that isn’t enough, you will definitely want to come to the 
plenary session Thursday afternoon with keynote speaker 
2015 Annual Meeting
(Continued from page 1)
Joel Pett. Pett is a four-time Pulitzer finalist for editorial 
cartoons—and the winner in 2000—and has been at 
the Lexington Herald-Leader since 1984. His cartoons 
have appeared in a wide variety of national publications, 
including the Washington Post, the New York Times, 
Time, and Newsweek, and he was a longtime contributor 
to USA Today. Pett’s presentation, “NSA/TMI: Satire for 
the Too-Much-Information Age,” is sure to make you 
laugh and think.
Along with making you think, your trip to Lexington will 
also give you a chance to catch up with colleagues from the 
MAC region. Prior to the start of the conference, the Local 
Arrangements Committee has arranged several tours for 
Thursday morning, including trips to the Buffalo Trace 
Distillery, Transylvania University, and Berea College. 
Be sure to sign up quickly, because these tours will fill up 
fast! Later that day, the opening reception at the Carrick 
House will introduce you to Kentucky-inspired food and 
square-dancing fun. Friday brings even more excitement 
with a MAC Happy Hour, which includes a bourbon tast-
ing and documentary screening. Check out the program 
for more information about what is available to see and 
do in Lexington while you are in town.
The teams planning the Annual Meeting this May are 
excited about what’s to come in Lexington, and we all 
hope you are too!
MAC News—Daria Labinsky, Assistant Editor, National Archives at St. Louis
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MAC NEWS—Continued 
Daria Labinsky, Assistant Editor 
2015 Fall Symposium
(Continued from page 1)
Symposium, “Hard Skills for Managing Digital Collec-
tions in Archives,” is for you!
This Symposium is specifically designed to help archivists 
build the digital proficiency they need to successfully work 
with and preserve born-digital collections. Led by Bertram 
Lyons, senior consultant at AVPreserve and archivist and 
digital assets manager at the American Folklife Center, 
Library of Congress, this two-day event will immerse you 
in practical, detailed, hands-on demonstrations, introduc-
ing you to tools of the trade and teaching you essential 
skills. You will learn options for tools to use, when to use 
them, and how to document outcomes from their use. Ses-
sions will give advice on metadata management, include 
practical training on how to use open source or low-cost 
software to manage data sets, and provide guidance on 
how to think about setting up a digital preservation 
program at your own institution.
The Symposium will be held September 18–19, 2015, in 
the beautiful Depot Renaissance Hotel in Minneapolis, 
Minnesota. Located in the heart of downtown, the Depot 
Renaissance is connected to Target Field, MSP Airport, 
and the Mall of America by light rail and is conveniently 
situated within walking distance of some of Minneapolis’s 
top attractions: the Guthrie Theater, Nicollet Mall, and 
Mill City Museum. While you’re in town, be sure to join 
us on a Friday night restaurant tour to explore the city’s 
vibrant culinary scene!
More details on the Symposium will be coming this sum-
mer, along with registration information. In the meantime, 
mark your calendars for what is sure to be a useful and 
informative event!
MAC Council  
Between-Meeting Actions
Submitted by Michael Doylen, Secretary
On December 18, 2014, Council unanimously passed the 
motion to approve the  Hilton Milwaukee City Center at 
a rate of $169/night from April 26 to May 1, 2016, as the 
first choice for the 2016 Annual Meeting, and the Pfister 
Hotel at a rate of $179/night from May 3 to 7 as the second 
choice. All members voted.
On January 6, 2015, Council unanimously passed the 
motion to approve an expense of up to $1,000 for the MAC 
at SAA Task Force to purchase giveaway items for the SAA 
2015 Annual Meeting. All members voted.
On January 13, 2015, Council unanimously passed the mo-
tion to confirm the cochairs for the 2016 Annual Meeting, 
to be held in Milwaukee, April 27–30, 2016, at the Hilton 
Milwaukee City Center. Local Arrangements Committee 
cochairs are Michael Doylen and Anna Stadick. Program 
Committee cochairs are Amy Cooper Cary and Colleen 
McFarland. All members voted except Amy Cooper Cary 
and Michael Doylen, who recused themselves.
On January 22, 2015, Council unanimously passed the 
motion to approve Ann Kenne and Daardi Sizemore as 
Organizing Committee cochairs of the 2015 Fall Sympo-
sium to be held in Minneapolis, September 18–19, 2015. 
All members voted.
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Vice President’s Column:  
MAC Meetings and Symposia Update
By David McCartney, University of Iowa 
Why are we archivists? Why does what we do matter? How 
have archives affected those that we serve? 
These are questions that get to the heart of our profes-
sion, but we usually don’t take the time to consider them, 
especially if we’re absorbed by the day-to-day demands of 
our work. One solution is “A Year of Living Dangerously 
for Archives,” a 10-point action plan offered by SAA. It 
encourages us to consider these questions and to demon-
strate to the world—policy makers, prospective users, and 
others—why what we do matters.
Don’t let the action plan’s name scare you away. Indeed, 
let it inspire you. Go to www2.archivists.org/living-
dangerously/why-people-love-archives to learn more about 
how you can participate. In these challenging times, it is 
important for us to advocate on behalf of our profession in 
any way that we can. Plus, a cool factor comes with sharing 
stories that affirm the value of what we do.
MAC’s twice-yearly meetings are an opportunity for us 
to share these stories among colleagues—perhaps even 
practice our “elevator talks” with a willing (and friendly) 
critic—and to pick up new ideas addressing all aspects of 
what we do. Here is an update on our upcoming events.
Annual Meeting, “MAC in the Bluegrass State,” 
Lexington, Kentucky, May 6–9, 2015
You will find details about our next Annual Meeting else-
where in this edition of the Newsletter, which is also online 
at www.midwestarchives.org. The Program Committee, 
led by Cochairs Lisa Sjoberg and Stephanie Bricking, has 
reviewed many excellent session proposals, and the result 
will be a meeting offering diverse topics in sessions framed 
in a wide range of formats. Local Arrangements Commit-
tee Cochairs Deirdre Scaggs and Heather Fox and their 
colleagues have lined up some fun events to welcome us 
to the Bluegrass State, including area tours and a reception 
at the Carrick House in historic downtown Lexington.
Fall Symposium,  
“Hard Skills for Managing 
Digital Collections in Archives,” Minneapolis, 
Minnesota, September 17–19, 2015
This practical, hands-on Symposium is designed to help 
us sort through the current and continuing challenges of 
electronic records. Bertram Lyons and Joshua M. Ranger 
of AVPreserve will lead this two-day seminar at the historic 
Depot Renaissance Hotel in downtown Minneapolis. Ly-
ons is a senior consultant for AVPreserve and archivist and 
digital assets manager of the American Folklife Center at 
the Library of Congress; Ranger is also a senior consultant 
with AVPreserve, where he leads collection assessment and 
inventory projects. Topics will include using open source 
tools to help manage datasets, setting up basic digital 
preservation workflows, and using spreadsheets to manage 
digital content. Watch for registration information this 
summer. Daardi Sizemore and Ann Kenne are cochairs 
of the Symposium Organizing Committee.
2016 Annual Meeting, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 
April 27–30
MAC returns to Milwaukee for the first time since 2004, 
and our 2016 Annual Meeting will be held at the  Hilton 
Milwaukee City Center downtown, convenient to many 
attractions. The Program Committee, cochaired by Amy 
Cooper Cary and Colleen McFarland Rademaker, will send 
out a call for session proposals later this year. The Local 
Arrangements Committee will be cochaired by Michael 
Doylen and Anna Stadick, and they are already planning 
what promises to be an exciting and informative meeting.
2017 Annual Meeting, Omaha, Nebraska
MAC heads to Omaha in two years, the first time we’ll 
hold our Annual Meeting there, though it was the site 
of our first-ever Fall Symposium in 2006. Details in the 
time ahead.
2016 and 2017 Fall Symposiums
Topics and venues haven’t been settled on yet, but we’re 
considering a Symposium devoted to copyright-related 
issues next fall. Please contact me at david-mccartney@
uiowa.edu with your suggestions for Symposium topics.
MAC NEWS—Continued 
Daria Labinsky, Assistant Editor 
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2015 Operating Budget
INCOME
Advertising $ 2,000.00
Bank Account Interest  3.00
Mailing Lists  125.00
Gifts: Emeritus Scholarship  500.00
Gifts: Operating Funds  600.00
Gifts: Student Meeting Scholarships  1,000.00
Journal Subscriptions  5,200.00
Meetings (Gross)  
 Annual Meeting 2015  35,400.00
 Symposium 2015  10,000.00
 Annual Meeting 2016  15,000.00
Memberships  36,000.00
Education Initiative  2,500.00
Other  2,250.00
Royalities  3,000.00
Total $ 100,078.00
EXPENSES 
Administration $ 2,400.00
Ballot  100.00
Bank Charges  50.00
Contract Services: Financial  800.00
Contract Services: Membership  18,500.00
Contract Services: Meeting Services  13,700.00
Credit Card Fees  3,500.00
Insurance  2,800.00 
Journal  8,000.00 
Journal Awards (Odd Years)  550.00
Marketing  250.00
Meetings (Gross)  
 Annual  28,250.00
 Symposium  10,000.00 
Scholarships–Emeritus  500.00
Scholarships–Student Meeting Registration  900.00
MemberClicks  5,000.00 
Newsletter  8,000.00 
Presidents’ Award/DSA  150.00 
Education Initiative  2,500.00 
Vendor Coordinator  50.00
Other  2,250.00 
Total $ 108,250.00
Treasurer’s Report
By Joel Thoreson, Evangelical Lutheran Church in America Archives
BALANCE SHEET 2014
Assets as of January 1, 2014   $ 259,514.51
 Chase Checking  7,066.74
 Bank of America Checking  19,414.56
 Lincoln Investment Accounts 
 Program Initiative Fund  97,127.06
 Invested Reserve Fund  40,008.83
 Bowen Endowment  34,176.90
 Motley Endowment  61,720.42
Assets as of December 31, 2014  $ 278,948.74
 Chase Checking  11,581.74
 Bank of America Checking  21,986.87
 Lincoln Investment Accounts
 Program Initiative Fund  102,793.76
 Invested Reserve Fund  43,479.75
 Bowen Endowment  35,470.09
 Motley Endowment  63,636.53
Excess Receipts Over Cash  
 Disbursements   $ 19,434.23
Endowed Scholarship Budget 2015
INCOME
Louisa Bowen Endowment $ 750.00
Archie Motley Endowment  1,500.00
Total $ 2,250.00
EXPENSES 
Louisa Bowen Endowment $ 750.00
Archie Motley Endowment  1,500.00
Total $ 2,250.00
MAC NEWS—Continued  
Daria Labinsky, Assistant Editor 
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MAC NEWS—Continued  
Daria Labinsky, Assistant Editor 
Speakers Bureau Pilot Project Update
The MAC Speakers Bureau pilot project is pleased to 
announce two workshop offerings in spring 2015.
On Monday, March 30, the Chicago Area Archivists 
will host a workshop entitled “Records and Information 
Management: Making It Work for You” at the University 
of Illinois at Chicago campus. Led by Joanne Kaczmarek, 
electronic records archivist at the University of Illinois at 
Urbana-Champaign, the workshop will introduce you to 
the commonalities and differences between records man-
agers and archivists and will explore the concept of “the 
record.” You will learn about common records categories 
and associated retention requirements; be introduced to the 
complexities of electronic records in the context of records 
retention and disposal; and receive tips and practical tools 
for building a records and information management pro-
gram that augments and supports your archival program.
A second workshop in late spring at the Eisenhower Presi-
dential Library in Abilene, Kansas, will focus on conserving 
archival paper materials. Whitney Baker, conservator at the 
University of Kansas, is the workshop presenter.  
In addition, the Education Committee is workng with 
Digital POWRR (Preserving digital Objects with Re-
stricted Resources) to bring preservation workshops to 
underserved areas of MAC. (See digitalpowrr.niu.edu.) 
The Digital POWRR project recently received a grant 
from the National Endowment for the Humanities Divi-
sion of Preservation and Access to conduct a minimum 
of six workshops across the country over the course of 
2015–2016 to continue providing “practical, hands-on 
solutions for information professionals from small and 
under-funded institutions looking to begin digital preser-
vation practices.” We look forward to this collaboration.
Previous workshops in the Speakers Bureau series were 
“Moving Images: An Introduction for Archivists,” led by 
Paul Eisloeffel in collaboration with the Missouri SHRAB 
in Jefferson City, Missouri (May 30, 2014), and “Strategic 
Planning for Small Archival Programs,” led by Colleen 
McFarland in collaboration with the Society of Indiana 
Archivists in Muncie, Indiana (July 18, 2014). All past 
and upcoming workshops were/will be held free of charge. 
MAC provided the funding for each speaker’s honorarium 
and travel reimbursements.
The Education Committee will present its two-year pilot 
report to MAC Council at the Lexington Annual Meeting. 
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ILLINOIS
Adler Planetarium
The Adler Planetarium’s Webster 
Institute for the History of Astronomy 
in Chicago cares for, studies, and 
interprets one of the largest and most 
signif icant collections of historic 
scientific instruments in the world. 
The Adler recently launched its online 
Collections Catalog to better provide 
access to its rare and modern books, 
works on paper, photography, paint-
ings, models, and archives, primarily 
from the nineteenth and twentieth 
centuries. Strengths include the Adler 
Planetarium Institutional Records, 
the Derek J. de Solla Price Papers, 
the Roderick and Marjorie Webster 
Papers, and the Alvan Clark and Sons 
Business and Family Papers. Tradition-
ally divided into three collection areas 
of museum, library, and archives, the 
new catalog now allows researchers to 
search all collections at once. See www.
adlerplanetarium.org/collections.
Southern Illinois University 
Carbondale
The Woodblock Prints of the Sino-
Japanese War online exhibit highlights 
woodblock prints related to the first 
Sino-Japanese War (1894–1895) 
between Japan and China, as well 
as a few from samurai families. The 
majority of these prints were used as 
war reports and propaganda to keep 
the public informed about the current 
status of the battles, as well as to build 
patriotism, support, and optimism. 
This online exhibit also features an 
interactive tool for users to see how 
different parts of Japanese woodblock 
prints were made. This collection is 
a part of the Open Court Publishing 
Records and was put together by the 
Special Collections Research Center. 
Visit scrcexhibits.omeka.net/exhibits/
show/japanese-woodblock-prints for 
more information. 
NEBRASKA
University of Nebraska Omaha
Access to descriptions of manuscript 
and archival collections in Criss 
Library’s Archives and Special Collec-
tions is now available online through 
ArchivesSpace. Collections currently 
described online include the Omaha 
Chamber of Commerce, personal 
papers of UNO dance professor Vera 
Lundahl, personal papers of Univer-
sity of Omaha founder Rev. Walter 
Halsey and missionary teacher Anna 
M. Halsey, reel-to-reel audiotape re-
cordings of 1980s radio program Jazz 
Past-Times with Ed Jones, records be-
ginning in the 1940s from the Omaha 
Theater Company, and scrapbooks 
of student organizations. An ongoing 
project, the staff has added over 200 
collection-level finding aids describ-
ing materials from the University 
Archives, Special Collections, and 
Arthur Paul Afghanistan Collection. 
Visit the collections at unomaha-
public.lyrasistechnology.org.
INDIANA
Ball State University
Researchers of southern Indiana archi-
tectural history will be thrilled that the 
Jay C. Bixby Architectural Records are 
now online in the University Librar-
ies’ Digital Media Repository. This 
collection contains architectural and 
business records from the Vincennes, 
Indiana, architectural office founded 
by John B. Bayard and continued 
by Rudolph W. Schucker and Jay C. 
Bixby, from 1910 to 1965. Visit libx 
. b s u . e d u / c d m / l a n d i n g p a g e /
collection/BxbyJCArch.
Also at Ball State, the Drawings 
+ Documents Archive’s “Indiana 
Architecture X 3D” (IAX3D) initia-
tive brings historic architecture to 
life using contemporary 3-D model 
and print technology that can be 
downloaded to a computer or printed 
on a 3-D printer. The project launches 
with the Wysor Grand Opera House 
built by Henry W. Matson for Jacob 
H. Wysor in 1891. This Romanesque 
revival opera house exemplifies the 
exuberance and style of Muncie’s gas-
boom era and seems a perfect building 
to begin the project. The original 
ink-on-linen drawings were used to 
model significant details and the entire 
building using 3-D modeling software 
and the university’s 3-D printer. See 
more at tinyurl.com/mdxe6hz.
Exhibit Alliance
For the second consecutive year, 
cultural institutions in the India-
napolis area have united as the Exhibit 
Alliance to create unique exhibits 
with a common theme. This year, 
participating organizations chose 
the topic of biography, with My 
Life Story as the umbrella title. The 
Exhibit Alliance is made up of the In-
dianapolis Public Library’s Special 
Collections Room; the Carmel Clay 
Historical Society; the Kurt Von-
negut Memorial Library; the Great 
American Songbook Foundation; 
the Carmel Clay Public Library; 
and the Eugene and Marilyn Glick 
Indiana History Center. 
News from the Midwest—Troy Eller English, Wayne State University, and  
Alison Stankrauff, Indiana University South Bend, Assistant Editors
Please submit News from the Midwest items for Illinois, Iowa, Michigan, Nebraska, North Dakota, and Ohio to Troy Eller 
English at au2050@wayne.edu, and items for Indiana, Kansas, Kentucky, Minnesota, Missouri, South Dakota, and Wis-
consin to Alison Stankrauff at astankra@iusb.edu. Submissions must be 150 words or less.
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Evansville Vanderburgh Public 
Library 
Evansville Vanderburgh Public Li-
brary (EVPL) recently completed a 
second digitization project focused 
on preserving photos and documents 
pertaining to Evansville’s indus-
trial production during World War 
II. EVPL collaborated with the 
Evansville Museum of Arts, History 
and Science and the University of 
Southern Indiana to bring the public 
thousands of Evansville Shipyard 
photographs and war bond posters. 
The Evansville in WWII Digital Col-
lection was funded by grants from the 
US Institute of Museum and Library 
Services, administered by the Indiana 
State Library. This collection can be 
found at digital.evpl.org.
Great American Songbook 
Foundation 
The Great American Songbook 
Foundation opened a new exhibit on 
January 15. The exhibit, Gus Kahn: 
The Man Behind the Music, explores 
the life and work of this lyric genius, 
who wrote the words to over 800 
popular tunes. The exhibit uses origi-
nal materials from Kahn’s collection 
housed in the foundation’s archive. 
Hagerstown–Jefferson 
Township Library 
The Hagerstown–Jefferson Township 
Library in Hagerstown, Indiana, has 
launched the Hagerstown Digital 
Memory Initiative (HDMI) to pre-
serve and promote the heritage and 
history of the Nettle Creek Area. In 
2014, the library recognized that costs 
related to maintenance and access to 
over 150 years of local publications 
on microfilm were not sustainable 
and ignored how the general public 
wants to do research. It was decided 
that all microfilmed resources would 
be digitized and made available to the 
public through an online platform. 
Learn more about the HDMI at 
hagerstownlibrary.org/HDMI and on 
the Facebook page at facebook.com/
HDMInitiative.
Indiana University South Bend 
and the St. Joseph Public 
Library 
The Indiana University South Bend 
Archives and the St. Joseph Public 
Library have received a 2014 Indiana 
Memory Digitization Grant for their 
project proposal entitled St. Joseph 
County African American History 
Collection. Their award of $10,000 
will be used to digitize photographs, 
documents, and newspapers held by 
the St. Joseph Public Library’s Local 
and Family History Services, IU 
South Bend Civil Rights Heritage 
Center, and Franklin D. Schurz 
Library that tell the story of African 
Americans in St. Joseph County. 
By unifying these collections and 
making them accessible online, 
researchers, students, and the general 
public will be able to easily discover 
and delve into the history and impact 
of African Americans in the north 
central Indiana region. The project, 
Michiana Memories, can be viewed 
at michianamemory.sjcpl.org.
Lincoln Financial Foundation 
Collection 
The Lincoln Financial Founda-
tion Collection (LFFC) has created 
Lincoln Library Documents at con-
tentdm.acpl.lib.in.us/cdm/search/
collection/p16089coll38/order/title/
ad/asc. Lincoln Library Documents 
now comprises over 1,000 items, with 
many more to be added. Currently it 
includes 125 Lincoln-signed docu-
ments, 245 letters written to Lincoln, 
21 documents related to Lincoln’s 
law practice, the Jean Zurow Lincoln 
Postcard Collection of more than 550 
postcards, and two collections of Civil 
War letters—the Barnes Family Col-
lection and the Otis Moody–Annie F. 
Noble Collection. Other items from 
the LFFC can still be viewed at www 
.LincolnCollection.org.
Valparaiso University Archives 
In 2014, Valparaiso University 
Archives completed three major 
projects: digitization of Valparaiso 
University (“Valpo”) student ledgers 
(1895–1919); and microfilming copies 
of The Torch (1914–1992), Valpo’s 
student newspaper, and a first edition 
Book of Concord (Dresden: 1580), 
considered a religiously significant 
monograph by the Lutheran Church. 
Adding student ledgers, The Torch, 
and the Book of Concord to the 
archives’ digital collections not only 
improves the staff ’s ability to answer 
research questions, but also increases 
discovery of and access to research 
materials for genealogy and Lutheran 
scholarship. All materials are freely ac-
cessible at library.valpo.edu/archives/
digitalcollections.html.
IOWA
Drake University
In January, Drake University Archives 
and Special Collections received 
approximately 800 boxes of materi-
als spanning Senator Tom Harkin’s 
40-year (1975–2015) congressional 
career. Harkin was first elected to 
the House of Representatives in 1974 
to represent Iowa’s Fifth District 
and served five terms in the House 
before his election to the Senate in 
1984, where he eventually served as 
chairman of the Agriculture Com-
mittee and the HELP Committee. 
His collection includes correspon-
dence and memos, speeches, bills, 
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legislative staff files, press and media 
activity, constituent service records, 
administrative f iles, audiovisual 
materials, photographs, memorabilia, 
and electronic records. It strongly 
documents Harkin’s sponsorship of 
the Americans with Disabilities Act 
and his work on federal farm policy 
and labor issues. He was also an active 
voice for improved nutrition in public 
school lunches and in combating 
child labor. See collections.library 
.drake.edu/political-papers.
University of Iowa 
A new online exhibit on early space 
exploration, Explorer’s Legacy, has 
been launched (so to speak) by the 
University of Iowa Libraries. The 
exhibit recounts the story of Explorer 
I and its legacy, UI professor of phys-
ics James Van Allen, and the 1958 
discovery of the earth’s radiation 
belts. Content is drawn from the 
Papers of James A. Van Allen, the 
Papers of George Ludwig, and other 
collections in the UI Archives. Visit 
explorer.lib.uiowa.edu.
KENTUCKY
Bellarmine University 
2015 marks the centenary of the birth 
of the poet, author, social critic, and 
Trappist monk Thomas Merton. The 
Thomas Merton Center at Bellarmine 
University in Louisville, Kentucky, is 
featuring special exhibits and events 
throughout the year. Visit merton 
.org/centenary for announcements 
of lectures, conferences, and exhibits 
happening across the country and in 
Europe, South America, and Australia.
Filson Historical Society 
The Filson Historical Society is 
excited to announce that a small but 
increasing portion of its Photographic 
and Print Collections is now available 
to view and research online. The 
society has recently implemented 
PastPerfect Online, which will allow 
researchers to search its visual materi-
als database from beyond its walls for 
the first time. Check out the collec-
tions at filson.pastperfectonline.com, 
and stay tuned as new collections will 
continually be added to this online 
resource. 
University of Kentucky
The University of Kentucky Libraries 
has been selected to receive a Council 
on Library and Information Re-
sources Cataloging Hidden Collec-
tions Grant for its project, Action in 
Appalachia: Revealing Public Health, 
Housing, and Community Develop-
ment Records in the UK Libraries 
Special Collections Research Center. 
This two-year project will result 
in 645 cubic feet of fully processed 
Appalachian records comprising 
seven hidden collections of War on 
Poverty–era, social justice organiza-
tional records. These community-
driven groups worked to improve 
public health, housing, education, 
and economic development from the 
1960s to the present by taking action 
in Appalachia. Accessibility to these 
collections will contribute to new 
scholarship and public understand-
ing about the social and economic 
development of Appalachia.
University of Pikeville 
The Frank M. Allara Library at the 
University of Pikeville has opened a 
digital library for its Archives and 
Special Collections. It currently 
houses images, but will eventually 
hold historical materials in a variety 
of formats. The digital library can 
be accessed at cdm16953.contentdm 
.oclc.org.
MICHIGAN
Archdiocese of Detroit
The Edward Cardinal Mooney Col-
lection, Part II documents Mooney’s 
time as the archbishop of Detroit 
(1937–1958), including the restruc-
turing of the diocesan debt, Rev. 
Charles Coughlin, and challenges 
faced by the church in World War II, 
including Mooney’s involvement with 
the North American College in Rome 
and correspondence with military 
chaplains. Additional documentation 
relates to Mooney’s service as Apos-
tolic Delegate to India and Japan. The 
John Cardinal Dearden Collection 
focuses largely on Dearden’s time as 
Weeksbury Mining Camp (Eastern Gas), 
Russell Lee: Wheelright, KY Photographic 
Collection (88pa1), University of 
Kentucky Special Collections Research 
Center.
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archbishop of Detroit (1958–1981), 
including his role in Vatican II and 
the reforms in the church, as well 
as his participation in the National 
Catholic Welfare Conference and 
the National Conference of Catholic 
Bishops. For more information or 
to schedule an appointment, please 
contact the archives at 313-237-5846 
or archives@aod.org.
Cranbrook 
The Cranbrook Archives recently 
added the Henry Scripps Booth 
Collection of Menus to its digital 
image database. Collected during 
Scripps’s travels in the United States 
and abroad from 1926 to 1984, the 
collection includes several Detroit 
icons like the Book Cadillac Hotel, 
Stouffer’s, the Hotel Statler, and J.L. 
Hudson. The archives has launched a 
new website dedicated to the Edward 
and Ruth Adler Schnee Papers (bit 
.ly/1BSeNfZ). The site highlights 
items from the collection of textile 
designer Ruth Adler Schnee, recipient 
of the 2015 Kresge Eminent Artist, 
and her husband and business partner, 
Edward Schnee. A new exhibition 
celebrating the 50-year anniversary 
of the Cranbrook Schools Horizons-
Upward Bound (HUB) program 
will open April 24. Launched in the 
summer of 1965 with a grant from 
the Ford Foundation, the mission of 
the program is to prepare students 
with limited opportunities from the 
Detroit Metropolitan area to enter 
and succeed in postsecondary educa-
tion. Visit cranbrook.ent.sirsi.net/
client/cranar.
Michigan State University 
Michigan State University Archives 
and Historica l Collections has 
launched the MSU Vietnam Group 
Archives website, a project funded 
by the National Endowment for the 
Humanities available at vietnampro-
ject.archives.msu.edu. These digitized 
materials contain rare and valuable 
information about politics, economy, 
and society in South Vietnam dur-
ing the critical decade from the 
country’s formation in 1954 to the 
intensification of the Vietnam War 
in the mid-1960s. During this time, 
Michigan State University–led train-
ing programs in rural development 
generated significant information 
about land tenure, crop yields, market 
structures in South Vietnam’s rural 
areas, and biographical files on South 
Vietnamese political classes. Digitiza-
tion of the MSU Vietnam Group 
Archives’ records began in January 
2013 and will conclude in June 2015. 
The MSU Archives reopened to the 
public in March 2015 following 
extensive renovations including a new 
processing area, Video and Audio 
Digitization Lab, a separate area for 
the Records Management program, 
a collections storage room, and an 
expanded Reading Room. See www 
.archives.msu.edu.
Northern Michigan University
Central Upper Peninsula and North-
ern Michigan University Archives 
public outreach efforts include bi-
weekly Chat with the Archivist 
sessions in the busy concourse of the 
main instructional building and two 
upcoming Evening at the Archives 
research presentations. In the first, 
Aaron Howe, Western Michigan 
University anthropology graduate 
student and recipient of the Magnaghi 
Visiting Research Grant, will discuss 
his use of the Cleveland-Cliffs Iron 
Mining Company records for his 
research into nineteenth-century 
lumber camp life. In February, the 
archives unveiled a special online 
exhibit documenting the history of 
student protests at Northern Michi-
gan University in the late 1960s and 
early 1970s, written and designed by 
student assistants Annika Peterson, 
Anne Krohn, and Kelley Kanon. 
Records analyst Sara Kizska and 
senior records technician Morgan 
Paavola will present the results of a 
comprehensive campus records survey 
using functional analysis in archival 
appraisal at the Midwest Archives 
Conference Annual Meeting in 
May. Visit www.nmu.edu/archives 
for more.
Wayne State University
The Walter P. Reuther Library has 
launched the HistoryPin tour, “1937: 
Year of the Sit-Down Strike.” The 
tour uses geotagging to guide users 
through a visual sampling of some of 
Detroit’s sit-down strikes in 1937 and 
their effects on the city. Learn more 
at reuther.wayne.edu/node/12686. 
On December 9, 2014, the Reuther 
Library hosted “Re:Collecting Past 
Radicals and Rebels: The Resonance 
of Resistance and the Persistence of 
Injustice,” a lecture by Dr. Francis 
Shor of the Wayne State University 
Department of History. Linking labor 
activists of yore to current events, Dr. 
Shor’s presentation included a few im-
promptu labor folksong sing-alongs 
with the audience. Newly opened 
collections include the Carolyn 
DesJardins Papers documenting her 
whistleblower lawsuit against Detroit 
Edison’s Fermi 2 nuclear power plant 
located in Newport, Michigan; and 
the Glen Moon Papers, including 
50 linear feet of records and images 
documenting the architecture of pub-
lic and private structures and spaces in 
and around southeast Michigan. Visit 
the Reuther Library at www.reuther 
.wayne.edu.
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MINNESOTA
Minnesota Military Museum
In 2013, the Minnesota Military 
Museum hired its f irst archivists 
and this past December launched a 
website for the archives that hosts ac-
cess to the ArchivesSpace finding aids 
and the archives blog. The archival 
collections include donations from 
Minnesota veterans and the Min-
nesota Adjutant General’s Office. The 
primary processing focus has been the 
records of the Minnesota Adjutant 
General’s Off ice, which include 
muster rolls and payroll records of 
the Minnesota National Guard from 
the 1880s to the 1960s. Through 
the help of a volunteer, the muster 
rolls from World War I are being 
digitized and will be online through 
the Minnesota Reflections website at 
reflections.mndigital.org. For more 
on the Minnesota Military Museum 
Archives and Special collections, visit 
mnmilarchive.org. 
University of Minnesota 
The Social Welfare History Archives 
at the University of Minnesota is 
celebrating its 50th anniversary with 
an exhibit, The Job Is Never Done: 50 
Years of Documenting Social Welfare 
History. The exhibit blends the history 
of the archives and the history of 
social welfare. It highlights some of 
the primary topics documented in the 
archives’ more than 300 collections. 
It also tells the “behind-the-scenes” 
story of collecting and caring for 
the historical records of reform and 
social service in the United States. 
The exhibit is open February 19–May 
22, 2015.
University of Minnesota 
Libraries 
The University of Minnesota Librar-
ies, in partnership with Penumbra 
Theatre Company, received $168,750 
from the Doris Duke Charitable 
Foundation to support the adoption 
and use of Umbra: Search African 
American History (lib.umn.edu/
about/digitalgivens). This freely avail-
able online search tool will provide 
access to digital materials on African 
American history and culture from 
around the country. The goal of the 
search tool is to work with leading 
repositories to address the challenge 
of inadequate access to African 
American history and culture as they 
are collected in libraries and museums 
and displayed online. The search tool 
will be tested throughout 2015, and its 
public launch is scheduled for 2016. 
To sign up to be a beta tester, visit 
tinyurl.com/mmrrgc8.
MISSOURI
Missouri History Museum 
The Missouri History Museum is 
pleased to announce the comple-
tion of processing work on the Mac 
Mizuki Photography Studio Col-
lection. The collection contains 
negatives and other materials created 
by Henry T. (Mac) Mizuki in the 
course of operating his independent 
photography studio, Mac Mizuki–
Photography. Approximately 1,590 
separate job assignments dating 
from 1953 to 1989 are represented 
in the collection. Mizuki specialized 
in interior and exterior architectural 
photography throughout the St. Louis 
region, particularly in the booming 
postwar suburbs in St. Louis County. 
Full catalog records for all jobs and 
all currently digitized and cataloged 
images can be searched at collections 
.mohistory.org. 
OHIO
University of Toledo
Barbara Floyd, director of the Ward 
M. Canaday Center for Special Col-
lections, is the author of The Glass 
City: Toledo and the Industry that 
Built It, recently published by the 
University of Michigan Press. The 
A variety of images from the Social Welfare History Archives
(Continued from page 11)
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book examines the people, innova-
tions, and companies behind Toledo’s 
glass industry within the context of 
the economic, social, political, and 
cultural development of the city. More 
information is available at www.press 
.umich.edu.
SOUTH DAKOTA
Augustana College
New materials for Native American 
studies are now available in the 
CWS Digital Collections. Over 
1,100 images of artifacts from the 
Blue Cloud Abbey-American Indian 
Culture Research Center Collection, 
representing the missionary work of 
Blue Cloud’s Benedictine monks with 
the Sioux tribes of the Dakotas, are 
now available. Forty-five documents 
related to Dr. Paul A. Boe, a Lutheran 
pastor and American Indian Move-
ment supporter, and his controversial 
experiences at the 1973 occupation 
of Wounded Knee on the Pine Ridge 
Reservation have also been digitized. 
The materials were uploaded in Octo-
ber in honor of Native American Day 
and National Archives Month. For 
more information, visit  www.augie 
.edu/announcing-center-western-
studies-digital-collections.
WISCONSIN
Marquette University
Marquette University has launched its 
History Online site at cdm16280.con-
tentdm.oclc.org/cdm/landingpage/
collection/p16280coll1. This resource 
provides a federated search portal 
for accessing eight subject-specific, 
university-related digital collections, 
as well as over 12,000 images gener-
ated in response to patron requests. 
Topics most deeply represented 
are historical images of Marquette 
University athletics, the built envi-
ronment, and student life. Also at 
Marquette University, the release of 
its African American Catholics of the 
United States site (cdm16280.con-
tentdm.oclc.org/cdm/landingpage/
collection/p16280coll2?_ga=1.21841
5769.106214822.1416506817) offers a 
window on many facets of life within 
the rich but lesser-known history of 
African American Catholic parishes, 
schools, religious communities, and 
lay organizations. The images date 
from 1900 to 1990 and cover 25 states 
plus the Bahamas. They are drawn 
from Marquette’s extensive archives 
of print materials from the National 
Black Sisters Conference, the Black 
and Indian Mission Collection, and 
the Catholic Negro American Mis-
sion Board. 
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Archival Resources on the Web—Eric Willey, Assistant Editor,  
Illinois State University Normal
Bluegrass Online: A Digital Excursion through Kentucky
By Jennie Cole, The Filson Historical Society
It’s been seven years since the MAC Annual Meeting 
was held in Louisville, Kentucky. While Kentucky is 
still known for horse racing, bourbon, bluegrass, and 
beautiful landscapes (and perhaps some fried chicken as 
well), much has changed on our digital collections front. 
Read on to get a sneak peek before visiting Lexington 
for “MAC in the Bluegrass State” this May and to learn 
more about the state’s rich history being shared online by 
Kentucky’s colleges, universities, libraries, and cultural 
heritage institutions.
The Kentucky Digital Library (KDL) (kdl.kyvl.org) 
is a great starting point, as it provides access to digital 
collections from repositories around the state. Through 
this portal you can read the text of Kentucky newspapers 
going back to 1787, browse nearly 80,000 images 
documenting all corners of this unique and varied state, 
and review finding aids and digital images of archival 
collections, along with viewing maps and books from 
the eighteenth, nineteenth, and twentieth centuries. 
View images of Lexington starting in the 1920s and 
continuing through the decades via the Lafayette Studio 
Photograph Collection. Lexington-area repositories with 
collections in the KDL include the Lexington Fayette 
Urban County Government, which has digitized the 
1858 City of Lexington Charter; the Lexington Public 
Library, featuring digital runs of the Kentucky Gazette 
and the Elmer L. Foote Lantern Slide Collection; and 
Transylvania University, with online offerings including 
historical medical theses, finding aids, and the Bullock 
Photo Collection, which features images in and around 
Lexington and Fayette County, Kentucky. 
The University of Kentucky Special Collections 
Research Center’s Explore UK (exploreuk.uky.edu) is 
another fantastic way to virtually visit Lexington, the 
home of UK, and learn more about its history and citizens. 
From the homepage, you can quickly navigate to collection 
guides, oral histories, the Kentucky Kernel newspaper, 
images, yearbooks, and athletic publications; browse by 
format, collection, or publication year; or conduct your own 
search. A quick search for “Carrick” shows architectural 
plans and images for the Dr. J. C. Carrick House, the 
site of the Annual Meeting reception. A multitude of 
online exhibits relate to various topics on the university 
and Kentucky at the University of Kentucky Special 
Collections Library Exhibits page (libraries.uky.edu/
libpage.php?lweb_id=1032&llib_id=13&ltab_id=1701).
Also at the University of Kentucky is the Louis B. 
Nunn Center for Oral History, which provides 
online access to many of its collections via the SPOKE 
oral history collections management system (www 
.kentuckyoralhistory.org). This database allows visitors 
to browse by topic, person, project, and more; once you 
have selected an online interview, listen, read along, or 
search the transcript! The wide breadth of topics includes 
agriculture, diversity, Appalachia, education, gender, and 
more. Of particular note is the Nunn Center’s Bourbon 
in Kentucky Oral History Collection, documenting the 
growth of this important Kentucky industry.
When you think of the Bluegrass, you have to think 
of horses. The International Museum of the Horse 
provides access to exhibits and collections on the history of 
the horse via its website (www.imh.org). Lexington is also 
home to Keeneland, a beautiful racetrack with a history 
of meets and sales of thoroughbred horses. Keeneland 
Library’s “Collections” page (keeneland.com/discover/
collections) connects researchers with its online offering, 
The Daily Racing Form. 
Not far from Lexington, three Kentucky institutions 
provide additional online resources for discovering more 
about the Bluegrass State. Eastern Kentucky University 
Archives and Special Collections (archives.eku.edu) 
has a variety of online tools providing access to its 
collections, including its digital library, Discover EKU; 
online oral histories from the Berge Oral History Center; 
and Encompass, a digital archives of the research, creative 
works, and history of Eastern Kentucky University. 
Berea College’s Special Collections and Archives 
(libraryguides.berea.edu/index.php?group_id=334) 
provides digital access to letters, photos, yearbooks, audio, 
and video through Berea Digital, an online repository. Of 
particular note is Berea’s Sound Archive, which documents 
Appalachian history and culture, and the history of Berea 
College. The recordings are especially strong in the 
areas of traditional music, religious expression, spoken 
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lore, radio programs, oral history, and college events 
and personalities. The Georgetown College Archives 
and Special Collections (www.georgetowncollege.edu/
library/archives) makes various oral histories from its 
collection available online.
Institutions from all around Kentucky provide online 
access to collections. Look north to Northern Kentucky 
University Digital Collections (steelyarchives.nku 
.edu/digitalcollections.html) for online access to 
family papers, letters, and diaries about the Civil War, 
along with a digitized postcard collection. In eastern 
Kentucky, Appalshop, a nonprofit, multidisciplinary 
arts and education center in the heart of Appalachia, 
makes available preserved films, video and audio (www 
.appalshop.org/archive/preservation), including two local 
television collections from the 1970s and 1980s (archive 
.org/details/appalshoparchive) that explore cultural 
aspects of the region. Also documenting this region is the 
Digital Library of Appalachia (dla.acaweb.org), which 
includes contributions from many Kentucky institutions, 
including the University of Pikeville, which also has its 
own Digital Archives (cdm16953.contentdm.oclc.org/
cdm) documenting the institution’s history since 1889. 
Looking westward, the Jackson Purchase Digital 
Archives at Murray State University (jpda.murraystate 
.edu/greenstone/cgi-bin/library.cgi) documents the history 
and culture of the Jackson Purchase area of southwest 
Kentucky. Western Kentucky University’s Department 
of Library Special Collections (wku.edu/library/dlsc) 
and Kentucky Museum (wku.edu/kentuckymuseum) 
provide online access to collections via KenCat, a 
searchable database of holdings; TopSCHOLAR, WKU’s 
digital repository; and online exhibits. The University of 
Louisville’s Digital Collections (digital.library.louisville 
.edu/cdm) include rare and unique images, documents, 
and oral histories from the archives, special collections, and 
other campus units. The Filson Historical Society, also 
in Louisville, makes a portion of its photograph collection 
available online via PastPerfect (filson.pastperfectonline 
.com) and web galleries (filsonhistorical.org/galleries). 
Returning to the central part of the Bluegrass, the 
Kentucky Historical Society (KHS) (history.ky.gov) 
provides access to its holdings on Kentucky’s rich history 
through a Digital Collections site as well as an objects 
catalog. Be sure to also check out KHS’s Civil Rights 
Movement in Kentucky oral history project, which 
provides access to audio and video excerpts and transcripts 
to advance understanding of the history and the legacy 
of the civil rights movement in Kentucky. This project, 
presented by the Kentucky Oral History Commission, a 
program of KHS, is one of many included in Pass the 
Word (passtheword.ky.gov), a discovery tool for oral 
history collections throughout the state of Kentucky. Over 
100 archives participate by contributing their collections 
information to this central catalog. These oral histories 
cover such diverse topics as African American education 
in south central Kentucky, the American Printing 
House for the Blind’s corporate memory project, and 
Kentucky agriculture after tobacco. Also in Frankfort, the 
Kentucky Department for Libraries and Archives has 
created e-Archives (kdla.ky.gov/records/e-archives/pages/
default.aspx) as a way of managing digital public records 
and making them available. This resource includes the 
Kentucky official website archives, Confederate pension 
records, and records regarding the famous Hatfield and 
McCoy feud!
As you can see, there is no shortage of digital collections 
and tools available to those who have an interest in 
Kentucky’s rich and vibrant heritage, but this is just the 
tip of the iceberg. Many more Kentucky institutions make 
online content available, only an Internet search away! We 
hope you will experience the culture and heritage of the 
Bluegrass State first-hand when you join us in May for the 
MAC Annual Meeting.
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Benefiting from Digital Evolution:  
The Carberry Collection of Caribbean Studies
By Jane Darcovich, University of Illinois at Chicago
The Carberry Collection of Caribbean Studies, held in 
the Special Collections Department at the University of 
Illinois at Chicago (UIC) Library, comprises many out-of-
print and rare first edition volumes by Caribbean authors, 
many published in the United Kingdom in the post–World 
War II era. The collection is a key resource for the study 
of the Caribbean diaspora during this time period. 
The Carberry Collection is a good example of a print 
collection that has benefited from the process of incre-
mentally providing online access through a variety of 
venues. By tracing the path of this process, we can gain 
some understanding of the dynamics of transformative 
change and the enhancements provided by digitization 
for a primary source collection. 
Background
The UIC Library purchased the personal library of 
H. D. (Hugh Doston) Carberry (1921–1989) in 1997, 
creating the Carberry Collection of Caribbean Studies. 
H. D. Carberry was a former chief justice of the Court of 
Appeals of Jamaica and a nationalist poet in his youth.1 
The Carberry Collection consists of twentieth-century 
postcolonial English-language literature and nonfiction by 
Caribbean authors, numbering just under 1,000 volumes. 
As a discrete unit, the collection represents the creative 
output of what has been called the Boom Era, when many 
Caribbean writers immigrated to Britain to work under 
more favorable conditions for writing and publishing. 
Upon acquisition, the collection was fully cataloged, 
creating MARC records to provide multiple points of 
access for researchers. Subject headings were carefully 
assigned to each volume, a practice not always followed 
when cataloging fiction collections.2 A recent analysis 
of the collection lists over 280 topical subject headings. 
Cataloging the collection as a unit ensured consistency, 
thereby allowing the tracing of themes and topics across 
the collection. Finally, each catalog record includes the 
full name of the collection in both the Notes field (500) 
and the Added Entry-Corporate Name field (710), mak-
ing it easy to retrieve information about all items in the 
collection from the library’s online catalog.
Benefits of Digitization
Bradley Daigle rightly views the digital transformation of 
libraries as “an iterative process that has been underway 
for years and will continue long into the future.”3 He 
believes decisions to create digital collections encompass 
three main threads: “a clearly defined research need, 
preservation factors may be involved, or, there is a strong 
organizational desire to put this content online in order 
to brand it as their own.”4 With the Carberry Collection, 
elements of all three factors are in play. 
Over 600 of the illustrated book jackets from the Carberry 
Collection were selected for the original digitization proj-
ect in 2004. This project made the collection more visible 
through a web-searchable FileMaker Pro database while 
also preserving the fragile paper objects. Along with the 
images, the database contained a wealth of added curato-
rial content in the form of textual information about the 
works, authors, and book jacket imagery. When available, 
the names of the visual artists and designers were noted. 
Original artwork from nearly 70 artists, illustrators, 
graphic artists, and designers was represented, including 
Milein Cosman, Charles Mozley, Guyanese artist Denis 
Williams, and Afro-Caribbean artist and author Namba 
Roy. The visual portrayals of the Caribbean contained 
in this corpus of imagery—albeit depictions used by 
the largely British publishers as a means to market the 
Contact Joanne Kaczmarek at jkaczmar@illinois.edu if you would like to guest author an Electronic Currents column or share a good idea.
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books—provide insights into the perspectives on culture 
and gender from which they are derived. In addition, as 
visual objects, the book jackets provide a wealth of material 
for historians of graphic design. 
In 2009, a selection of 1,567 images from 380 book jackets 
in the Carberry Collection were made openly available 
online through the Consortium of Academic Research 
Libraries in Illinois (CARLI) Digital Collections site.5 
Representative examples of 30 images from the Carberry 
Collection were also mounted on Flickr to reach new 
audiences beyond users of academic libraries.6 
Partnering with the Digital Library of the 
Caribbean
Because twentieth-century postcolonial English literature 
of Caribbean authors is not widely held by libraries 
either within or outside the Caribbean, the existence of a 
digital library for Caribbean research resources assumes 
overwhelming importance for access to and preservation 
of research materials in this field. The Digital Library of 
the Caribbean (dLOC)7 has emerged as a primary player 
in this endeavor.8 There is a great interest in making the 
Carberry Collection available through dLOC, especially 
in light of the unsustainability of the original FileMaker 
Pro site.
Founded in 2004, dLOC is an international cooperative 
digital library composed of 35 content-contributing 
partner libraries, archives, and other research groups, 
coordinated by Florida International University in 
partnership with the University of the Virgin Islands 
and the University of Florida. Supported in 2005 by a 
four-year United States Department of Education grant, 
dLOC developed technical infrastructure and tools using 
the SobekCM Digital Content Management System. 
dLOC stands out for its commitment to open access for 
its wide-ranging content, including newspapers, official 
documents, ecological and economic data, maps, histories, 
travel accounts, literature, poetry, and more, numbering 
over two million pages.9 dLOC reports over one million 
user views of its open-access content per month.10 The 
Carberry Collection complements existing content in 
dLOC such as digitized full-text books from other time 
periods, texts in languages other than English, and images 
of book covers. 
The UIC Library has formally joined dLOC as a partner, 
with recognition of our future intentions to digitize the 
full text of selected books in the Carberry Collection. A 
digitization plan will be worked out in conjunction with 
the University of Florida’s Digital Library. Within dLOC, 
copyright clearance and the payment of any associated 
fees are the responsibility of the contributing institution. 
However, dLOC has already obtained copyright clearance 
from some of the authors represented in the Carberry 
Collection, and our partnership will allow us to digitize 
the full text of books by these authors under their existing 
agreements. 
Preparations are underway to amalgamate the metadata 
and digital image content from the original FileMaker 
Pro database and the CARLI Digital Collections site 
for inclusion in dLOC. Metadata will include the full 
MARC records from the library’s Voyager system, with 
additional fields added for Curator Notes and Jacket Artist 
or Designer Name, taken from the original FileMaker Pro 
database. dLOC staff will upload our metadata into the 
dLOC system. 
dLOC has a sustainability plan should unanticipated 
operational difficulties be encountered in the future. 
Based upon a strong business model implemented in 2011, 
procedures are in place that will allow dLOC to continue 
in situations of minimal funding, assuring continued 
access to all its resources including published scholarly 
content.11 The UIC Library will maintain local backup 
copies of the Carberry Collection and is investigating 
options for implementing a digital preservation program 
using a Digital Asset Management system. 
Future development of the Carberry Collection within 
dLOC will involve working with faculty stakeholders 
to determine in what ways this digital content can best 
be enhanced, to take advantage of dLOC’s robust func-
(Continued on page 18)
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tionality as both a digital library and a digital publishing 
system. New possibilities exist for developing curated 
digital collections and exhibits, creating new forms of 
digital scholarship, and collaborating with publishers and 
scholars to digitize additional holdings.12
Conclusion
The various Carberry Collection digital projects demon-
strate an evolution in the collection’s digital accessibility, 
an ongoing process that will continue to see many changes 
in the future. Our original FileMaker Pro database is 
no longer sustainable, and our other online systems for 
the Carberry Collection do not allow the content to 
be widely discoverable, nor do they support expanded 
features such as online exhibits. This situation, combined 
with the limited availability of primary source resources 
for Caribbean studies, makes a cooperative international 
digital library assume overwhelming importance for the 
Carberry Collection. 
The UIC Library partnership with the Digital Library of 
the Caribbean presents opportunities to further develop 
and enhance the Carberry Collection. The presence of the 
Carberry Collection in dLOC will also increase its discov-
erability and expand its usage to a much broader range of 
students and researchers, allowing it to contribute more 
widely to the scholarly understanding of diaspora studies. 
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Adhesives in Library and Archives Conservation: A Colloquium Review
By Henry Hébert, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign
The first Biennial Conservation Colloquium was held at 
the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign in early 
November 2014. Four conservators traveled to Urbana 
from the United Kingdom and across the United States to 
speak about their research or practical experience working 
with various adhesives in library and archives conserva-
tion. Thanks to generous funding from John Wilkin, dean 
of libraries, and the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation, the 
daylong event was free to 50 attendees. This review will 
briefly summarize the major points of each talk. A longer 
review is available online at henryhebert.net/2015/01/28/
adhesives-in-library-and-archives-a-colloquium-review.
Chemist and conservation consultant Velson Horie began 
the colloquium with a talk on the use of polyvinyl acetates 
(PVAs) in conservation. Several different vinyl acetate–
derived polymers are commonly and incorrectly grouped 
under the label “PVA,” including polyvinyl alcohol 
(PVAL), and polyvinyl acetate/ethene copolymer, abbre-
viated P(VAC/E). Much of Horie’s presentation (drawn 
from his book1 and course Materials for Conservation) 
was dedicated to the physical and chemical properties of 
polymers and how they can inform treatment decisions. 
Horie spoke at length about factors that may guide choos-
ing the correct adhesive for conservation treatment, such 
as polymer strength, flexibility, and viscosity. Different 
methods of polymerization are used to produce PVA 
adhesives and additional chemicals like solvents, stabiliz-
ers, or emulsifiers may remain in the final product. While 
extensive testing on these adhesives has been conducted,2 
manufacturers may alter undeclared ingredients or the 
manufacturing processes without warning. 
The needs of conservators are often at odds with the 
common material specifications of the adhesives industry. 
Cultural artifacts identified for treatment are often weak, 
while synthetic adhesives are designed to be quite strong. 
Any material used in treatment must be removable 
without harm and must not alter to become irremovable 
as it ages, yet commercial adhesives may be engineered 
to resist dissolving.
Velson Horie presents on PVA adhesives. Photo by: Jennifer Hain Teper, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign.
(Continued on page 20)
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The shelf life of various PVAs has been a popular topic 
on e-mail discussion groups lately and was addressed 
in the question and answer session. Horie recommends 
agitating the liquid adhesive prior to decanting and using 
the entire container within six months. Many resellers of 
conservation materials do not supply a lot number or date 
of original manufacture, however. The wider library and 
archives community should be demanding more product 
information from suppliers.
Sarah Reidell, associate conservator for rare books and 
paper at the New York Public Library, presented on adhe-
sives and conservation techniques for leather in library and 
archives conservation. The majority of Reidell’s presenta-
tion dealt with two conservation treatment techniques that 
she has been teaching through workshops in recent years: 
precoated repair materials and cast composite techniques.3
Precoated repair materials are prepared by applying liquid 
adhesive to a repair substrate (like Japanese paper) and al-
lowing it to dry. The adhesive can then be re-activated at a 
later date using solvents or heat. Many different substrates 
and adhesives can be used in this way, and the advantages 
of this technique include reduced moisture, quick drying 
time, and ease of application in situ. The cast composite 
technique, developed by Grace Owen-Weiss and Sarah 
Reidell, makes use of silicone molds to replicate the surface 
textures of original covering materials on bound objects. 
Reidell emphasized that substitutes for many commercially 
made, heat-activated repair tissues can be made quickly 
and easily in one’s own lab. This puts the user in control 
of the ingredients and can make for more predictable 
performance or reversibility as the object ages. With so 
many adhesives and consolidants available, however, the 
possibilities can become overwhelming. It is important to 
allow oneself the option to experiment and fail with new 
materials or techniques. 
Elissa O’Loughlin, senior conservator at the Walters Art 
Museum (Baltimore, MD), shared some of her exten-
sive research on the history of pressure-sensitive tapes. 
O’Loughlin was awarded a Samuel H. Kress Conservation 
Publication Fellowship by FAIC in 2013 for her forthcom-
ing publication, A Conservation Guide to Pressure-Sensitive 
Tapes; History, Identification, Treatment.
Library and archives professionals can expect to encounter 
a wide variety of tape in their daily work with collection 
materials. Tapes are composed of two major components: 
the carrier and the adhesive. Tape carriers can be made 
of many different materials, and tape adhesives have 
multiple chemical components. O’Loughlin displayed 
large tree diagrams of these material categories during 
her discussion, illustrating that tapes are not as simple as 
they initially appear. Accurate identification is important 
for making appropriate treatment decisions and selecting 
optimum storage environments. Tables of aging character-
istics and quick identifiers were provided to the audience. 
In the face of limited staffing and large collection pres-
ervation efforts, so-called archival tapes can be seductive 
in their availability and ease of application. Yet, many of 
these products, like Filmoplast, have known aging and 
reversibility problems.4 O’Loughlin echoed the other 
speakers in encouraging the audience to research simple, 
more predictable repair techniques, rather than relying on 
proprietary products.
Gawain Weaver, a photograph conservator in private 
practice, finished the colloquium schedule with a talk 
on the adhesives historically used to mount photographs 
and their reversibility. Weaver regularly travels around the 
country teaching workshops on the care and identification 
of photographs to library and archives professionals.5
Weaver began with a general discussion of mounting 
adhesives and techniques, noting changing trends through 
time. The earliest adhesives are usually water-based liquids 
or pastes, but rubber cement became common in the early 
twentieth century. Early dry mounting adhesives were 
shellac-based, but those fell out of favor with the develop-
ment of resin-coated photo paper. Modern dry mount 
adhesives are typically a vinyl acetate/ethene copolymer. 
Weaver spoke at length of different techniques for adhesive 
and mount removal. Earlier photos are often removable 
with simple humidification. If the mount can be sacrificed, 
mechanical debacking or application of a poultice may be 
effective. Adhesives can sometimes be reversed by soaking 
prints in water or by using a solvent chamber. Hot air 
pencils, heated spatulas, or heat guns can be useful tools 
for the removal of dry mount adhesives.
Weaver issued frequent warnings on the risks of each 
treatment technique. Each photographic process can have 
unique sensitivities, and extensive testing is required to 
make appropriate decisions. Testing can be misleading for 
individuals who are not intimately familiar with historic 
photographic processes and materials. When in doubt, 
(Continued on page 24)
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Contact Heather Fox at heather.fox@louisville.edu if you would like to guest author a Mixed Media column or share a good idea.
DVDs: The Other Vintage Moving Image Media
By Paul Eisloeffel, Nebraska State Historical Society
Over the years within these pages we’ve explored the most 
common forms of vintage moving image media: motion 
picture film and videotape. But one medium has thus far 
escaped our gaze, one that is still in widespread use but 
like the others is itself destined for obsolescence: the video 
DVD. It’s the other vintage moving image media we’re all 
likely to encounter in our collections.
DVDs are optical discs. They (and their little brother, 
the compact disc) are media that use light technology 
(specifically, laser light) to retrieve the digital data stored 
on them. The grandfather of the modern video DVD 
was the laser vision disc, which was developed during the 
1970s to store analog video signals. While this didn’t last 
all that long in the commercial world, the basic idea of a 
disc played by the use of a laser light beam was borrowed 
by the compact disc (CD), which was standardized as 
a digital audio replication format in 1982. In 1985, the 
CD-ROM was born—a disc used for general data storage. 
The DVD (digital video disc or digital versatile disc) 
was introduced in 1995, with enough increased storage 
capacity to hold large video files. 
To understand DVDs and care for them, it’s important to 
know something about how an optical disc works. In its 
simplest construct, it is a thin disc encoded with binary 
data in the form of “pits” (or depressions) and “lands” (or 
flat surfaces) on a special material that makes up one of 
the disc’s layers. A laser reads the pits and lands as zeros 
and ones (respectively), and software translates this into 
picture and sound (or other data). A standard DVD can 
hold up to 4.7 gigabytes of data. 
There are four basic types of DVDs (and this goes for 
CDs too):
• Pressed discs. These are the mass-produced, prere-
corded discs you can buy with movies or other data 
on them. The pits and lands are pressed on these in 
manufacture, much like the process used in making 
vinyl records. You can’t record on these. 
• ROM. These “read only memory” media are generally 
used for storage of data. They won’t play on video 
DVD decks. 
• R. These are “recordable” discs on which a laser etches, 
or “burns,” pits and lands. While you can add data to 
them until they’re filled up, you can’t erase or rerecord 
over the existing data. R discs also come in dual-layer 
and double-sided versions, with capacity of up to four 
times the standard 4.7 gigabyte DVD. 
• RW. These are “rewritable” discs on which a laser can 
essentially “melt” the previously recorded data and 
record new data in its place. 
This sounds complicated, and it is. Consequently, the 
physical makeup of a DVD can be complicated—more so 
than film or videotape. Nevertheless, there are similarities 
with film and video—specifically, it’s all about layers:
• Base (or body). This is made of a polycarbonate mate-
rial, a transparent polymer with temperature resistance, 
impact resistance, and optical properties. This makes 
up most of the thickness of the disc. 
• Data layer. The makeup of this layer depends on the 
type of disc. ROM discs use metal (usually aluminum). 
Recordable (R) discs us a photosensitive organic 
dye—cyanine, phthalo-cyanine, or azo. Rewritable 
(RW) discs use a phase-changing metal alloy film. In 
any case, this is the layer on which the pits and lands 
are stamped or burned. 
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• Reflective layer. This can be aluminum, silver, silver 
alloy, or gold. It reflects the laser beam back to the 
photosensor in the laser head. 
• Adhesive layer. This helps bind the others together.
• Protective layer. This adds more polycarbonate.
In addition to these functional layers, an optical disc might 
also sport a printed label or printable surface. Recordable 
DVDs that are dual-layer and/or double-sided have the 
most layers of all, because some of the layers are repeated. 
What about optical disc longevity? Tests indicate that 
some DVDs (specifically the recordables) can last for a 
few decades; most, though, for only five to ten years.1 
But this is a somewhat meaningless measure. Even as you 
read this, DVDs are becoming the latest in a long line of 
obsolete media. In reality, a DVD will last only as long 
as the technology still exists to play it. 
Now, let’s consider the vulnerability of DVDs. How fragile 
are optical discs, really? Well, they share some vulner-
abilities with motion picture film and videotape. Like film 
and videotape, optical discs go bad mostly because they 
have not been stored, used, or handled properly. And like 
film and videotape, mechanical, biological, and chemical 
factors contribute to their deterioration. 
Mechanical damage is mainly in the form of scratches 
or cracks. These are most likely to be caused by improper 
handling. The polycarbonate base is all-important here, 
because that’s what the laser shines through. While it 
gives the disc its foundation and rigidity, it is actually a 
relatively soft plastic that can be easily compromised. Re-
ally, anything that interferers with the laser light’s ability 
to focus on the data layer is a bad thing. 
Playing a disc will not harm it from a friction standpoint, 
because the laser makes no physical contact with the disc. 
Playback can have a detrimental cumulative effect, as the 
laser light affects the layers. But if this happens at all, it 
would only be after several thousand playbacks. 
Biological damage comes in the form of the same mold, 
mildew, and fungus that can attack film and videotape. 
This happens in environments of high humidity and heat. 
Chemical damage can happen within the layers them-
selves and is sometimes known by the general term “disc 
rot” or “data rot.” The polycarbonate can become cloudy. 
The dyes are unstable, degrade over time, and are espe-
cially susceptible to UV light. The reflective layer (except 
the gold ones) can oxidize. Label glue can leach into the 
protective layer, or handwritten ink labels can damage 
layers. Of course, dirt and debris can contaminate the 
surface of the disc, which can cause abrasion and make 
it difficult for the laser to read through to the data layer. 
As with videotape, physical examination alone may not 
identify every problem that an optical disc has, but it’s a 
start.
• Examine the case. If it’s visibly stained or otherwise 
damaged, the contents may have suffered as well. 
• Check for odor. If a disc smells musty, it may be con-
taminated by mold or fungus. 
• Examine the bottom surface of the disc and the edges. 
Mainly you’re looking for scratches or chips, or evidence 
that layers have begun to separate. Look also for dust, 
dirt, or other foreign matter.
• Check the color of the underside. Discs with gold color-
ing will generally be of the best quality. 
• See if you can identify the manufacturer. Sometimes 
this will be noted on the inner hub. The bigger names 
(JVC, Mitsui, MAM-A, Taiyo-Yuden, Sony, Maxell, 
etc.) might indicate a more robust manufacture. Store 
brands are more suspect.
• Try to play the disc in a trusted machine. Since it’s laser 
based, trying to play a disc won’t harm it. Playback will 
detect problems with data retrieval. Do this only after 
the disc has been cleaned.
Ideally, discs are best stored upright (like a book) in “jewel” 
cases that secure the disc by the center hub. Polyethylene 
and polypropylene cases are best. Since it’s the underside 
of the disc that is vulnerable, some cases will “float” the 
disc so neither side touches the case. For greater economy 
of space, discs can also be stored in powder-coated cabinets 
or acid-free boxes, with each disc in a Tyvek sleeve. 
Here are some other preservation tips: 
• Store away from sources of UV light.
• Always handle a disc by its edge or center hole. Don’t 
bend or flex the disc.
• Cool, dry storage is the way to go. Generally, storing 
discs at a low temperature and low relative humidity 
will increase useful life, since chemical degradation is 
reduced in these conditions. Store at 55 degrees F and 
45% relative humidity. Fluctuations should not exceed 
+/- 5 degrees F or 5% RH.
(Continued on page 24)
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• It is best to avoid adhesive labels, inks that contain sol-
vents, or sharp writing instruments that can scratch the 
surface when labeling a DVD. If you must hand label 
a disc, use a water-soluble or alcohol-based soft marker 
made for optical discs and write on the clear inner hub. 
Inkjet-printable, thermo-printable, silkscreen-printable, 
and Lightscribe disc labeling methods appear to be 
nondestructive. 
• Clean a disc by blowing off any dust with canned air and 
wiping with a clean cotton or microfiber cloth, from the 
center of the disc straight to the outer edge. Commercial 
cleaning solutions are available, as are machines that 
clean and polish discs, and these are generally useful. 
Scratches on the polycarbonate base of a disc, which can 
render it unplayable, can be approached in two ways: 
filling in the scratches, or sanding the base down to 
remove the scratches. Many “home remedies” for filling 
in scratches, ranging from white toothpaste to liquid car 
wax, can be effective. Sanding the polycarbonate is a more 
invasive but more permanent solution; machines made 
specifically for sanding can be had, and many gaming 
businesses offer the service. In either case, a good cleaning 
and polishing is in order. 
As a further preservation measure, a repository may opt to 
save the data on a video DVD to a more stable medium, 
like a backed-up server (assuming the disc is not copy 
protected). Typically, a video DVD’s data is stored in a 
VIDEO_TS folder. This folder contains various files: the 
.ifo files, which tell the playing device what to do; .bup, 
or backup files; and most notably, .vob (video object) 
files. .Vob files are wrapper files that hold the majority 
of the data on the disc, including the video (in MPEG-2 
format), the audio, and any subtitles, and correspond to 
chapters of the video. Saving the entire contents of the 
VIDEO_TS folder can help to preserve both the content 
and the interactivity of a video DVD. Media conversion 
programs can also convert a video DVD’s .vob files to 
another video file format, but the disc’s menu system and 
other interactivity will not be replicated this way. 
So, as we have seen, DVDs certainly aren’t perfect as 
media go. Yet they are both likely to be found in archival 
collections and are (for now) a viable tool for reference use. 
Which recordable DVDs are best to use? Type R (not RW) 
with a gold reflective layer and phthalo-cyanine dye seem 
to be the most robust. But, in any case, we shouldn’t count 
on optical discs for long-term archival storage of digital 
video or other data. They’re really an access or temporary 
storage tool at best. 
Note
1. One disc has been developed that, according to its 
manufacturer, will last 1,000 years (see mdisc.com). 
This “Millennial Disc,” or “M-Disc,” uses a stone 
material as a data layer. Nevertheless, as with other 
obsolete formats, the devices that read and write such 
discs will likely not last as long as the media. 
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treatment decisions should be left to a professional with 
extensive experience. 
It was exciting to explore the topic of adhesives in conserva-
tion with the four presenters and the experienced profes-
sionals in the audience. Adhesives are complex materials 
that can have serious implications for the preservation of 
library and archives collections. Reviews from the col-
loquium attendees have been very positive, and we look 
forward to hosting the next event on another preservation 
or conservation-related topic in late 2016.
Notes
1. V. Horie, Materials for Conservation: Organic Consoli-
dants, Adhesives, and Coatings (Boston: Butterworth-
Heinemann, 1987).
2. Jane L. Down, Maureen A. MacDonald, Jean Té-
treault, and R. Scott Williams, “Adhesive Testing at 
the Canadian Conservation Institute: An Evaluation 
of Selected Poly(Vinyl Acetate) and Acrylic Adhe-
sives,” Studies in Conservation 41, no. 1 (1996): 19–44.
3. Bibliographies and tables of information on both pre-
coated repair materials and cast composites, as well as 
cellulose ethers and leather consolidation, can be found 
on Reidell’s website at sarahreidell.com/research.
4. Merrily A. Smith, Norvell M. M. Jones II, Susan L. 
Page, and Marian Peck Dirda, “Pressure-Sensitive 
Tape and Techniques for Its Removal from Paper,” 
Book and Paper Group Annual 2 (1983): 101–13.
5. Descriptions of Weaver’s workshops are available 
online at gawainweaver.com/workshops.
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The Accidental Archivist
By Ellen Brooks, Oral Historian, Wisconsin Veterans Museum
A year and a half ago, I found myself in the precarious 
situation many graduate students find themselves in just 
prior to graduation: frantically trying to complete my 
thesis, working hard at that essential internship that would 
round out my resume, and job-hunting like mad. I had 
bookmarks and job alerts coming out of my ears. My search 
was very specific; I wanted a job that would combine my 
newly earned MA degree in oral history from Columbia 
University with the passion for public history that I culti-
vated through internships at the Chicago History Museum, 
the Chicago Cultural Alliance, and the Lower East Side 
Tenement Museum. When I saw a posting on the American 
Alliance of Museums job board for an oral historian at 
the Wisconsin Veterans Museum (WVM), I was beyond 
thrilled. Cover letter, resume, references, phone interview, 
in-person interview, and several anxious weeks later, I had 
the job and I was on my way to Madison, Wisconsin. 
My position description divides my job into two distinct 
components: managing the oral history program at WVM 
by actively gathering oral histories from veterans across the 
state, and, on the archival side, overseeing the preservation 
and maintenance of the oral history collection. When I 
came on board, the interviews in the collection numbered 
1,885, which, as anyone who has worked with oral histories 
would agree, is no small number. Today that number is 
quickly approaching 2,000 interviews. 
The Hurdles
I faced a multitude of challenges during my first year and a 
half on the job. The biggest challenge? I am not a trained 
archivist. While my graduate program offered a glimpse 
into the archives world as it relates to oral histories, the 
program focused on the methodology and theory of oral 
history, practicing the art of the interview, and applying 
the information oral histories contain. My internship at the 
Lower East Side Tenement Museum introduced me to the 
collections management software 
program PastPerfect as well as my 
first hands-on interaction with an 
archival system for oral histories, 
but again my responsibilities 
were focused on conducting oral 
histories and using them in public 
programming. Walking into my 
position at WVM, I was entirely 
confident in my ability to conduct 
interviews and train others to do so. I had a myriad of ideas 
for potential uses of the interviews in exhibits, educational 
materials, and social media, but it quickly became clear 
that while adding to the collection and making plans 
for its use was (and is) important, it was imperative that 
simultaneously I get the collection organized. 
Gaining a grasp on the organization of the collection was 
hindered by a lack of transitional staff. The staff responsible 
for the oral history program and collection prior to my 
hiring were no longer available to help train me for the posi-
tion. In addition to the staff who had previously handled 
the collection were a number of oral history volunteers, 
which meant a lot of cooks in the kitchen. Weeding 
through the files and management systems turned out to 
be quite a daunting task. I needed to figure out how things 
had worked in the past and then decide which components 
of the old structure to maintain and which to retool. This 
challenge is ongoing, and I learn new things about the 
collection practically every day. 
The other big obstacle I’ve faced over the past year and a 
half is learning to communicate with non–oral historians 
about oral history. After being immersed in the oral history 
MA program for more than a year, I had become very 
accustomed to talking about oral history with my cohort 
The MAC Newsletter is happy to welcome Johna Picco to its staff. With this issue, Picco takes over our Up-and-Comers column. She is an assistant curator of special collections at the Filson Historical Society. 
She earned her MLIS from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign where she focused her studies 
on archives as well as library architecture. As an “up-and-comer” herself, she is excited and grateful to be a 
part of the MAC Newsletter team! Picco lives in Louisville with her f iancé and chihuahua. Contact her at 
johna.picco@gmail.com or connect on LinkedIn at www.linkedin.com/in/johnapicco. 
Ellen Brooks
(Continued on page 26)
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and colleagues. At WVM, I learned quickly that it would 
take some effort to effectively communicate about what 
oral history is and what it can (and cannot) do with my 
supervisors and coworkers, as well as with patrons and 
potential narrators and their families. As an established 
discipline, oral history has existed only since the 1940s and 
therefore is still a relatively young field. Despite its fairly 
short existence, the field has seen an extraordinary amount 
of transition in the past seven decades. Although most 
people have heard of oral history and many in the archives, 
museum, history, and other memory–related fields have 
encountered it, it can still be quite enigmatic. Everyone I 
have spoken with about oral history, including museum and 
archives professionals as well as the general public, has been 
excited about its potential. As an oral historian, I see it as 
my responsibility to support that interest and enthusiasm, 
while simultaneously maintaining the integrity of the 
field by thinking about the best practices and standards 
and finding a way to manage outside expectations about 
WVM’s oral history program and collection. 
The Leaps
In terms of handling the challenges I have faced, and 
continue to face, I learned something very important about 
myself soon after starting this position: I am an archivist 
at heart. It is such a wonderful thing to capture the stories 
of Wisconsin’s veterans, and it is stimulating to think cre-
atively about how to provide access to their stories. But the 
less glamorous aspects of oral history—storing, preserving, 
maintaining, and organizing—are just as significant. If we 
are not conscientious about how oral histories are archived, 
we risk losing these incredibly valuable resources. Recogniz-
ing this fact made me eager to become an archivist—and 
quickly. I started first with my small knowledge base and 
from there my understanding of the profession grew rapidly. 
I joined MAC and other professional organizations and read 
everything I came across that I felt was relevant. I leaned 
heavily on the guidance of archivists in WVM’s Research 
Center, along with my colleagues at the University of 
Wisconsin–Madison and the Wisconsin Historical Society. 
One of the biggest hurdles has been to recognize the gaps in 
my knowledge and expertise without losing confidence in 
my ability to do the job. I am competent and I care deeply 
about the work I am doing—everything else can be learned. 
All of the encountered challenges have required an enor-
mous amount of patience, mostly with myself, which has 
never been my strong suit. I have a tendency to think I need 
to be able to understand everything right away, especially 
in a professional setting. Considering there was no one to 
officially train me on the specifics of my position, I have 
had to learn to cut myself some slack. I’m getting better at 
that, but it still doesn’t happen easily. 
I have also developed more faith in my professional deci-
sions. Today when I’m speaking with a narrator, a patron, or 
a colleague, I feel confident that I can expertly communicate 
the ins and outs of oral history and WVM’s program and 
collection. I achieved this level of communication when I 
realized that, not only do I know what I’m talking about, 
but the person I’m speaking with wants to know what I’m 
talking about, and therefore is actually invested in what I am 
saying. Although it may seem obvious, this realization has 
 Ellen Brooks and translator Seethong Yang interview Special Guerilla Unit (SGU) veteran Nao Tou Lor for WVM’s Hmong SGU 
Veteran’s project. Courtesy of the Wisconsin Veterans Museum
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helped me to slow down these conversations and take them 
as an opportunity to engage with people about oral history 
and our program. Most people are quicker to understand 
and to appreciate my work than I initially anticipated and 
that has been a very welcome lesson. 
The position continues to challenge me, but I look at these 
challenges as opportunities to expand my expertise and to 
bridge gaps in my knowledge. Because my responsibilities 
are varied and my work is so interdisciplinary, I have yet to 
have a boring day. I feel very fortunate to have landed myself 
in the archival world, and I hope to be joined by many 
up-and-coming professionals with new ideas and energy. 
Some Pointers
I have been fortunate to receive guidance from colleagues 
in the information and historical fields, and I feel it’s 
valuable to share experience. This is my own advice for 
students and new professionals, in any field:
• Be flexible. I began the job search with a very narrow 
focus, but I was well aware that I might have to broaden 
my scope eventually. And I was flexible about location. 
Relocation is tough but also exciting!
• Don’t quit your support job. I worked at a grocery store 
in the gaps between undergraduate and graduate school 
and all during graduate school. A job outside of the field 
is perfectly acceptable if it helps support you until you 
land that professional position! 
• Enlist the support of your friends and loved ones. 
My roommate and I were on the job hunt together, and 
although we are in different fields, we buddied up for 
resume and cover letter review, as well as for questions 
about job hunting etiquette and interview attire. It 
always helped to have another pair of eyes and a second 
opinion. We are both now employed. 
• Find a mentor (or mentors!). Reach out to people in 
your professional organizations and establish relation-
ships so that you have experienced professionals to 
turn to for advice and support. Utilize listservs to ask 
questions and promote your projects and ideas. 
• Be patient with yourself. Whether you’ve been in 
your profession for 5 months or 25 years, there is always 
something new to learn. Do not expect to be an expert at 
everything right away, and do not be afraid to ask questions. 
• Be creative. Not only does it make your job more 
interesting, thinking outside the box will make you that 
much more attractive to potential employers. 
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People and Posts column. Please send items to Alexis Braun Marks, abraunma@emich.edu.
People and Posts—Alexis Braun Marks, Assistant Editor, Eastern Michigan University
Stephanie Bennett has been named 
special collections and archives col-
lections archivist at Wake Forest 
University. She was previously project 
archivist at Iowa State University.
Tony Craw-
ford retired 
in January 
2015 a f ter 
h o l d i n g 
positions as 
u n ive r s i t y 
archivist and 
curator of 
manuscripts 
at the Morse Department of Special 
Collections at Kansas State University 
for 31 years. He was employed as the 
first official university archivist in 
1983 and led the effort to create the 
institution’s first records retention 
schedule. Among his accomplish-
ments as curator of manuscripts 
was the formation of the Consumer 
Movement Archives in collaboration 
with retired Kansas State professor 
Richard Morse, who received a 
MAC Presidents’ Award in 1996. 
Crawford served on the Kansas 
Historical Records Advisory Board 
for over 20 years. Prior to arriving at 
Kansas State, he was archivist of the 
George C. Marshall Research Library, 
Lexington, Virginia, and director of 
library and archives at the Missouri 
Historical Society in St. Louis. He 
joined SAA in 1973 and became a 
charter member of the Academy of 
Certified Archivists. Tony Crawford 
has been a member of MAC for 34 
years. 
Edna Fugate, CA, who serves as the 
archivist for the University of Pike-
ville, obtained certification through 
the Academy of Certified Archivists. 
Robin Heise has been promoted 
to records manager/archivist at the 
Greene County Records Center and 
Archives in Xenia, Ohio. Heise joined 
the archives’ staff in 2012 as a part-time 
employee and later moved to a full-
time position as the public outreach 
coordinator.
Lynn Moulton joined Northern 
Kentucky University this fall as the 
political papers processing archivist. 
This position is currently dedicated 
to processing the papers of former US 
senator James “Jim” Bunning. Previ-
ously, Moulton was a project archivist 
for History Associates Incorporated, 
working on archival backlogs at Ever-
glades National Park.
Erik Nordberg was recently named di-
rector of the Walter P. Reuther Library 
of Labor and Urban Affairs at Wayne 
State University in Detroit. Nordberg 
had previously served as head of the 
Michigan Technological University Ar-
chives and Copper Country Historical 
Collections and as executive director 
of the Michigan Humanities Council.
Rick Pifer retired from the Wisconsin 
Historical Society in January of 2015 
after more than 30 years of service 
to the State of Wisconsin. Pifer, who 
last served the historical society as 
the director of reference and public 
services, will be spending the next 
year researching and writing a book 
on World War I and building kayaks. 
Lori Schwartz joined the staff of 
Archives and Special Collections at the 
University of Nebraska at Omaha as 
the archivist for the US senator Chuck 
Hagel Archives in January. Schwartz 
previously worked at South Carolina 
Political Collections, part of the Uni-
versity of South Carolina Libraries.
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MAC Newsletter  •  April 2015    29 
Bill Stolz
Kenton County Public Library
Covington
MICHIGAN
Annie Benefiel
Grand Valley State University
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University of Nebraska Omaha
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OHIO
Nina Herzog
Bellbrook
Daniel Morris
Reynoldsburg
Stephanie Soule
Centerville
Wendy Wasman
Cleveland Museum of Natural 
History
Cleveland
WISCONSIN
Simone Munson
Wisconsin Historical Society
Madison
Danelle Orange
Carthage College
Kenosha
Karis Raeburn
Sisters of the Sorrowful Mother
Oshkosh
Your special collections are out there, within reach. Your users are finding 
your finding aids, discovering your digitized collections, and browsing 
your online catalogs. But can they simply click on a link to make reading 
room paging requests, or order copies, or just ask a question?
 
Aeon facilitates special collections services, replacing manual 
callslips and paper forms. New addons extend your outreach through 
integration with OCLC CONTENTdm® for shopping cart services 
and Compendium's Knowledge Tracker™ for optimum reference 
request management.
Learn how Aeon can help you make 
your outreach reach further.
Aeon. We play nice with others.
Visit www.atlas-sys.com to sign up for a demo.
Make your outreach reach further. 
Can I order a 
publication-quality 
copy and pay for 
it online?
Can you help 
me locate a theater 
poster from the 
early 1900s?
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